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NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS. 



CHILDHOOD. 



Not Wordsworth's genius, Pestalozzi's love, 

The stream have sounded of clear infancy. 

Baptismal waters from the Head above 

These babes I foster daily are to me. 

I dip my pitcher in these living springs 

And draw, from depths below, sincerity. 

Unsealed, mine eyes behold all outward things 

Arrayed in splendors of divinity. 

What mount of vision can with mine compare ? 

Not Roman Jove, nor yet Olympian Zeus 

Darted from loftier ether through bright air 

One spark of holier fire for human use — 

Glad tidings thence these angels downward bring, 

And at their birth the heavenly choirs do sing. 

A. Bronson Alcott. 

Concoed, Mass., September, 1881. 

HEGEDS DIALECTIC METHOD-A PRIZE ESSAY. 

The Berlin Philosophical Society, founded in 1843, by the disciples of 
Hegel, but now numbering among its members men of the most various 
philosophical creeds, has applied the surplus of funds recently collected 
for a monument in memory of Hegel to the foundation of a Hegel 
Institution, the object of which is the furtherance of philosophical re- 
search. The society has just issued the following prize theme : "A crit- 
ical and historical account of the dialectical method of Hegel." 

No. 1. The development of Hegel's Method, as shown in his writings. 
How his dialectic is related to his logic and metaphysics. 

No. 2. Comparison of Hegel's Method with the methods of his prede- 
cessors. Is his method derived from them ? 
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No. 3. The significence and value of Hegel's Method. Does it fulfil 
the requirements of a philosophical method or not ? 

The treatises may be in German, French, English, or Italian. They 
must be sent in by December 31, 1883, to the secretary of the society — 
either to Prof. Dr. C. L. Michelet (Biilow Strasse, 28, S. W. Berlin), or 
to Stadtgerichtsrath a. D. Meineke (Kurfuersten Strasse, 56, W. Berlin). 

Each essay must be headed by a motto and accompanied with a sealed 
envelope containing the motto and the name of the writer and his ad- 
dress. The envelopes with the unsuccessful essays will be burned. The 
manuscript of the successful essay will remain the property of the society, 
the right of publication remaining with the author. 

The prize of 450 "Reichsmark" (about 110 dollars in our money) 
will be paid on the first of July, 1884. 

A copy of the programme can be obtained, on application, from the 
librarian of the University of Berlin, Dr. F. Ascherson. 

(Dated) Berlin, June 25, 1881. (Signed by the two secretaries above 
mentioned.) 

D. J. SNIDEES "A WALK IN HELLAS." 

Mr. D. J. Snider, whose profound studies into the composition of 
Shakespeare's dramas were, some of them, printed in this journal (vol- 
umes v to xi),* has brought out a volume of studies upon the scenery 
and population of the part of Greece lying between Athens and Par- 
nassus. The title is "A Walk in Hellas, or The Old in the New ; " " pri- 
vately printed " (but can be had, at the price of two dollars, of the au- 
thor; address, St. Louis, Mo.). He divides the book into twelve "Talks," 
whose subjects are as follows: (1) From Athens to Pentelicus; (2) From 
Pentelicus to Parnes ; (3) From Parnes to Marathon ; (4) Marathon ; 
(5) From Marathon to Marcopoulo ; (6) Rainy Day at Marcopoulo ; (7) 
From Marcopoulo to Aulis ; (8) Aulis and Chalkis ; (9) From Aulis to 
Thebes; (10) Thebes and Platsea ; (11) From Thebes to Lebadea; (12) 
Stop at Lebadea. 

The author has charmingly woven reminiscences of the ancient events 
in Greece with the scenery he finds now, and no book of travels has given 
us so vivid a realization of the old Greece in the new as this one does. 
Mr. Snider is a student of the philosophy of history, and, alnfost as a 
consequence, an enthusiast for ancient Greece. He endeavors to find, 
everywhere, traces left that indicate the Greek of classic times. In the 



* Published in two volumes, under the title of " The System of Shakespeare's 
Dramas," by George I. Jones & Co., St. Louis. 



